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MI Tabs

Installation Instructions

Before starting any project, check with all local building and health codes and obtain permits as
needed. Adhere to all local, state, and federal safety regulations throughout the process of
installing. Flooring installation requires safe work habits in a safe environment. Installers should
review and follow all safety and health information available such as Material Safety Data Sheets
(MSDS), labels, instructions, specifications, and other pertinent publications.

The installation of Ml Tabs should be performed by a professional flooring installer, familiar with

the unique characteristics of flooring, local building codes, and ASTM Standards.

Subfloor Preparation

Install only over structurally sound, clean, dry concrete or concrete board (/" minimum), or
underlayment grade plywood. Matter Surfaces™ does not warrant the performance of any
installation not recommended in this installation manual.

e Subfloors must be prepared in accordance with the Resilient Floor Covering Institute
Installation Practice #1 www.RFCl.com and as recommended.

e Vacuum subfloor to ensure it is clean, dry and free from loose particles which may impair grab.
Ensure bonding surfaces are free from irregularities.

e |f the subfloor has excessive laitance or dust, it may require a suitable primer or
sealant prior to using MI Tabs.

e All wood underlayment/sub-floors should be solid, nailed at the joints, and free from
movement.

Note: Matter Surfaces™ is not responsible for failures related to subfloor preparation products
recommended and installed by others.

APPLICATION
Set out flooring tiles according to manufacturer’s instructions. Flooring can be installed
immediately.

Unwind roll and peel individual tabs off film liner.

Place tab in position on sub-floor under flooring tile and apply firm hand pressure to ensure a
smooth, secure bond. See next section for suggested configurations.

Lift up flooring tile and peel off top surface liner of tab to expose top surface.

Replace flooring tile on top and apply firm hand pressure.

Adhere one corner of tile or plank to cover one quarter of the adhesive side of the tab.
Repeat with (3) other tiles such that the tab is entirely covered.

CONFIGURATIONS
As a guide, tabs should be placed wherever a tile meets another as shown in the following
diagrams.

During application, ensure that all tiles are in tight contact with each other with no gaps.

Where it has been necessary to cut tiles, apply a tab under every tile.
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Square Tiles
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Square Tiles - Staggered Pattern
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Planks

e Please note that the above is a guide only, additional tabs may be required in
particularly demanding environments.

GAINING ACCESS TO SUBFLOOR
To gain access to the sub-floor for services, repairs and maintenance:

1. Locate a flooring tile in the area that requires access.

2. Use atool such as a blade to cut around the perimeter of the flooring tile as per
the red dotted line on the diagram. This will cut through the tabs that abridge the
surrounding flooring tiles.

3. Lift the flooring tile out. This should then give you easy access to the
surrounding flooring tiles for removal if needed.

4. Remove tabs from the back of tiles by ALWAYS going from the inside of the
flooring tile to the perimeter edge of the tile. When removing tabs, DO NOT go

from the outside perimeter of the flooring tile inwards.
ma er Matter Surfaces™ | +1 800 628 7462 | customercare@mattersurfaces.com | mattersurfaces.com

©2026 Matter Surfaces



matter

ACCESS
NEEDED
HERE

UPLIFTING FLOORING TILES FOR RE-USE

1. Locate a flooring tile in the center of the area for uplift and reuse.

2. Use atool such as a razor blade to cut around the perimeter of the flooring tile as
per the red dotted line on the diagram. This will cut through the tabs that abridge
the surrounding flooring tiles.

3. Lift the flooring tile out. This should then give you easy access to the surrounding

flooring tiles.

You are now ready for uplift of the flooring tiles and removal of tabs.

Remove tabs from the back of the tiles by ALWAYS going from the inside of the

flooring tiles to the perimeter edge of the tile. When removing tabs, DO NOT go

from the outside perimeter flooring tile inwards.
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